
Bridgeton Township Planning Commission 
 

Minutes of April 23rd, 2014 Meeting  
Bridgeton Township Building, 1370 Bridgeton Hill Rd, Upper Black Eddy, PA 

 
I. Call to order – Chairperson Phillips called the meeting to order at 7:38pm. 
Members present: Glenn Phillips, Terrance Brown, Michael Doyle, C.C. Hopf, and Roger Keller. 
Guest: Barbara Prowker, resident at 1426 Chestnut Ridge Road was welcomed by chairman 
Phillips. 
 
II. Minutes of the previous meeting (December 4th, 2013) were reviewed. A motion to approve was 
made by Terry Brown, seconded by C.C. Hopf, and approved unanimously. 
 
III. New business: Glenn Philips stated that the subject for the meeting is the request of the 
Township Supervisors for the commission to review the Township’s noise and nuisance ordinances 
and is prompted in part by a resident’s recent complaint concerning excessive noise from target 
shooting on a neighbor’s property and her discussion of the problem with the Township 
Supervisors.  
 
Resident, Ms Barbara Prowker recounted her complaint:  

Last July (2013) her neighbor was target shooting on his property and she experienced the noise, 
which she could easily hear in her living room (itself set back 53 yards from the property line), 
as objectionable. The shooting occurs a few times a month and on some occasions lasts “all 
afternoon” (for about 5 hours on one occasion). The target shooting often involves people in 
addition to the neighbor himself. Ms Prowker spoke to the neighbor who was cordial but he only 
“agreed to disagree”. Ms Prowker called the State Police as well as the Bridgeton Zoning 
Officer – both stated that they had no authority to intervene or investigate the incidents. In 
December, 2013 Ms Prowker approached the Bridgeton Township Supervisors. 

 
Speaking for the Supervisors, Roger Keller commented that they are concerned - residents are 
entitled to a peaceful environment. And although we have a noise ordinance the township requires 
review of how evaluation of violation would be done and how enforcement would be addressed. 
 
Roger further stated that the Supervisors had requested the Planning Commission to review noise 
and nuisance ordinances from a wider perspective than the specific complaint brought by Ms 
Prowker outlined above. 
 
Terry Brown remarked that the existing noise ordinance (referencing 64 dBA daytime and 57dBA 
at night at the property line) does cover the above described target shooting incident and would 
likely show it as being a violation so that the problem is with enforcement. 
 
The question was raised: what is our agreement with the State Police regarding law enforcement 
within the Township? 
 
Roger repeated that the Supervisors are asking for a review of the whole topic of nuisance 
ordinances for all types of noise, not just target shooting. We could start by examining how this is 
done in neighboring townships; e.g. Durham and Nockamixon which do not have their own Police 
Departments.  
 
Glenn Philips said that he would arrange to get relevant sections of such ordinances of other 
townships and distributed to the members of the Planning Commission.  
 



Roger remarked that an example of other nuisance issues was excessive noise especially after 10pm 
at the Athletic Association. Terry commented that, again, it’s an enforcement problem, we need to 
talk with the Solicitor and find out what is enforceable. 
 
Ms Prowker mentioned that the Tinicum Township ordinance covering target shooting permitted 
shooting for no more than 30 minutes per day.  
 
CC Hopf read this section of the Tinicum noise ordinance and confirmed Ms Prowker’s statement. 
It was pointed out that Tinicum has a police force who have the authority to enter a property and 
investigate under probable cause.  
 
Ms Prowker stated that a limit of 30 minutes/day was reasonable and would be acceptable to her. 
 
Terry Brown raised again the question of the obligations of the State Police – would they come if 
summoned for claimed violation of a nuisance or target shooting ordinance? The whole discussion 
of enforcement is to be reviewed further, Tinicum has language regarding this with out use of 
police. 
 
The problem of documenting a noise violation was raised. A possible solution was the need a sound 
measuring meter (with recording capability over a time period) and at least one individual trained in 
making and documenting the measurements. 
 
In reference to Ms Prowker’s complaint Roger mentioned that Supervisor Gard Holby had met with 
the person creating the noise problem, but a solution had not yet been found. 
 
Roger suggested we might start by developing a set of questions to guide future deliberations. At 
the request of Chairman Phillips, Michael Doyle agreed to prepare a list. 
 
IV The meeting was adjourned at 8.50pm.  

 
Respectfully submitted: Michael Doyle. 
May 27th, 2014 
 
Approved May 28th, 2014 


