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Bridgeton	  Township	  Planning	  Commission	  

Minutes	  of	  June	  27,	  2018	  Meeting	  	  

Bridgeton	  Township	  Building,	  1370	  Bridgeton	  Hill	  Rd,	  Upper	  Black	  Eddy,	  PA	  
	  

Present: Glenn Phillips, Terry Brown, Mike Doyle, CC Hopf, and Roger Keller. 

Also present: Todd Stone , chairman of the Bridgeton- Nockamixon -Tinicum- Ground Water 
Management Committee (BNT GWMC) 

 

I. Call to order   Glenn Philips called the meeting to order at 7.34 pm. 

 

II. Review & Approval of Minutes 

Minutes for the April 25, 2018 meeting were reviewed. On a motion by Roger Keller, seconded by 
CC Hopf, the minutes were approved unanimously.  

 

III Discussion of the draft Ground Water Ordinance  

Todd Stone, Chairman of the BNT GWMC, gave an overview of the history, and aims of the 
committee and the proposed groundwater ordinance. 

As an inter-municipal advisory committee, the BNT GWMC began in 1998 for the purpose of 
protecting their common watersheds through regional planning, conservation, and management of 
groundwater resources. The Committee was charged with proposing and conducting scientific 
studies, regulatory reviews and educational programs and work to facilitate coordination of municipal 
programs. 

The current groundwater ordinance proposal (“third generation”) was based on an existing Tinicum 
ordinance as a template with review and input from Dr Arthur Baehr a professional hydrologist, 
formerly with the USGS and now retired, and ECO Bucks, a Tinicum environmental group. 

Todd stated that the basic position under the proposed ordinance is that in order to develop a property 
the [water] capacity for both meeting demand but also for sustainability has to be established. With 
the complex fractured rock geology of the townships the sustainability component is important. The 
BNT GWMC has been collecting data from 10 monitoring wells sited on different locations in and 
around our participating townships for well over a decade and forms a very extensive and valuable 
database to support the proposed regulation. 

Todd said that the ordinance should not be onerous for the typical single lot development. 

The ordinance establishes a hierarchy of demand with four classes of development according to the 
level of demand (withdrawal) with separate requirements applied to each class: Class 1 <1000 
gal/day, example - a single lot; Class 2 < 2000 gal/day, example – a 4 residence subdivision; Class 3 
<10,000 gal/day, example – a small school; Class 4 >10,000 gal/day, example - 150 resident nursing 
home.  

Roger Keller asked about the cost of well testing under the new ordinance. Todd Stone shared that 
the main difference in well testing was the monitoring over a longer time period, e.g. during a 
recovery period following withdrawal from the well, and that should not necessarily involve much 
extra cost. There could, however, be costs if neighbor wells are monitored. 



Page	  2	  of	  2	  

Terry Brown remarked that the issue of demand and sustainability would be quite different for lots 
along the Delaware River. 

Todd said that the ordinance will be discussed with the Nockamixon PC on July 9th. CC Hopf said 
that she planned to attend that meeting. 

 

IV. Adjournment 

With no further business, Roger Keller, seconded by Glenn Phillips, moved for adjournment. The 
meeting was adjourned at 9.14 p.m. 

Michael Doyle, Secretary 

As approved at July 25, 2018 


